PRESS RELEASE
LAUNCH OF THE ANTI-GENDER BASED VIOLENCE (GBV) AND USER-FRIENDLY FAST TRACK COURT IN MANSA DISTRICT
Mansa, Kasama, Solwezi 2024 –The Judiciary of Zambia, in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) with support from the governments of Sweden and Ireland, has launched three Gender Based Violence (GBV) user-friendly Fast Track Courts in Mansa, Kasama and Solwezi respectively, in Phase II of the GRZ-UN joint proggramme on GBV.
The launches, graced by Chief Justice Dr. Mumba Malila, SC are a direct response to the increasing number of GBV cases and the urgent need for enhanced court procedures and infrastructure. In his remarks, the Chief Justice highlighted that GBV cases mostly occur in family settings, and that the cruel paradox in attempting to resolve these as family matters, diminishes the severity of the offence and perpetrates recurring future occurrences. 
 "Besides punishing GBV and sexual crimes, we as a country ought to sensitize our people about the dangers of GBV and the options available to victims” Justice Malila stated. 
The UNDP Resident Representative, Mr. James Wakiaga, on behalf of the UNDP and other co-operating partners, reiterated the support of the UN in the joint fight against GBV, a scourge that transcends age, race and gender. He emphasized that gender equality is an integral part of the 2030 development agenda, which can only be achieved if women and girls are free from the violence around them, and aspire for leadership positions.
Phase II of the GRZ-UN joint programme on GBV, follows its first phase precursor, which saw the establishment of the first Anti-Gender Based Violence and User-Friendly Fast Track Court in Kabwe in 2016, followed by courts in Lusaka, Chipata, Ndola, Mongu, and Choma. The current phase includes new courts in Solwezi, Kasama, Chinsali, and now Mansa. The court scheduled to be launched at Chinsali on 12th June, 2024, will be the 10th of its kind, with one in each of the 10 provincial centres of Zambia.
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