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THE CHIEF JUSTICE DELIVERS VOTE OF THANKS AT THE REGIONAL
S5 Seafonl JUSINLE DELIVERS VOIE OF THANKS AT THE REGIONAL
JUDICIAL FORUM IN BOTSWANA

Gaborone, Botswana - 8th October 2025 — Chief Justice, Dr. Mumba Malila,
SC, is leading the Zambian delegation at the ongoing Southern and Eastern
Africa Chief Justices’ Forum (SEACJF) Annual Conference in Gaborone,
Botswana. The delegation includes the Hon. Mr. Justice Charles Zulu, Judge-
in-Charge of the High Court General List, and the Hon. Lady Justice Gertrude
C. M. Chawatama.

During the opening session, the Chief Justice delivered the Vote of Thanks
following the Keynote Address by the Guest of Honour, His Excellency
Advocate Duma Gideon Boko, President of the Republic of Botswana.

Speaking to the conference theme, Judicial Independence and Accountability
in Safeguarding the Rule of Law, Dr. Malila reflected on President Boko’s
remarks, noting that the President had underscored the delicate balance
between judicial independence and public accountability. He said the
President had praised judges for exercising their duties with integrity and
resilience amid various pressures, while also reminding them of their
responsibility to remain answerable to the citizens they serve. Dr. Malila
added that this balance, as highlighted by the President, forms the very
foundation of the judiciary’s mandate.

The Chief Justice also pointed to the growing friendship between Zambia and
Botswana, citing President Boko’s recent visits to Lusaka for the Bilateral
Commission and the Agriculture and Commercial Show as evidence of strong
regional cooperation.

On behalf of the SEACJF, Dr. Malila expressed gratitude to the host, Chief
Justice Gaolapelwe Gee Ketlogetswe of Botswana, and recognised the valuable
support of partners such as the Africa Judges and Jurists Forum and the
International Commission of Jurists.




The SEACJF Conference continues this week, bringing together judicial
leaders from across the region to share insights and explore strategies for
reinforcing judicial independence and transparency.
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